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WHAT IS 
TRANSFER?

A voluntary code for journal publishers 
containing best practices for transferring and 
receiving journals.

Governed by a standing committee of librarians, 
publishers & other intermediaries

Transfer is more than just a code:

● Transfer Alerting Service (database, RSS 
feed, listserv)

● Ongoing program of outreach, education, 
and support



HISTORY

2006

Working group 
forms under UKSG

2007

Transfer Code of 
Practice, version 1.0

2008

Transfer Code of 
Practice, version 2.0

2009

Enhanced Transfer 
Alerting Service 
(JISC) created

2015

Transfer moves 
under NISO

2015

Transfer Code of 
Practice, version 3.0

2018

Migration - Transfer 
Alerting Service to 
ISSN Centre

2019

Transfer Code of 
Practice, version 4.0

2022

Beginning work on 
Transfer Code of 
Practice, version 5.0



TRANSFER 
COMMITTEE



TRANSFER 
STANDING COMMITTEE

Updated NISO TRANSFER website 

Improved FAQ with information about the benefits for 
Publishers, Societies and Libraries

New Step-by-Step instructions for registering transferred 
titles at the ISSN Portal by Receiving Publishers including a 
slide deck and video

Updating publisher contacts and distributing credentials to 
new contacts

https://www.niso.org/standards-committees/transfer
https://www.niso.org/standards-committees/transfer/transfer-faq
https://fr.slideshare.net/ISSNIC40/tas-guidelines-for-publishers
https://www.loom.com/share/e315909ff5a84698ab698d493f7de3b4?sharedAppSource=team_library


WHY DO PUBLISHERS & SOCIETIES LOVE TRANSFER?

• Succinct checklist for both transferring and receiving publishers

• Helps you not overlook important assets and information

• Suggests timeline benchmarks

• Not prescriptive – you do things the way it works best for you



WHY DO PUBLISHERS & SOCIETIES NOT JOIN TRANSFER?

• We never receive or transfer titles 

• (except for those few times)

• We send out all of the relevant information that librarians need in our newsletters

• (Really?  The new URL?  The date of the transfer?  Who has the perpetual access? Both 
leavers and takeovers?)

• Why should we have to follow another long rigid procedure?

• (It’s only 7 pages. 4 for the transferring publisher, 2 for the receiver.  It is written mostly 
by publishers involved in transfers to help you get the information you need for a 
successful transfer).



BENEFITS FOR LIBRARIES

• The TAS: Sign up to receive alerts and/or search the database
• All the information you need in one place:

• The URL!

• When the transfer is effective – the exact volume

• Which publisher has the archive and can provide your perpetual access

• ONLY bad thing:

• Why are there so many publishers who don’t participate?



TRANSFER 
ALERTING
SERVICE 

HOSTED BY 
ISSN CENTRE



Browse to 
view all 
recent 

transfers



STATISTICS



API 
INFO



WHY REVISE 
THE 

TRANSFER 
CODE?

• Transformative Agreements -
Open Access publishing 
commitments, waivers,  APCs

• Subscribing Institutions –
Defining paid subscribers

• Perpetual access rights, backfile 
content

• Updating downstream services 
with corrected links



LINKS

NISO Transfer Online
https://www.niso.org/standards-committees/transfer

Transfer Alerting Service
https://journaltransfer.issn.org/

NISO Transfer Code of Practice (v. 4)
https://www.niso.org/publications/rp-24-2019-transfer

https://www.niso.org/standards-committees/transfer
https://journaltransfer.issn.org/
https://www.niso.org/publications/rp-24-2019-transfer


QUESTIONS?

Sophia Anderton, co-chair

sophia.anderton@bjui.info

Linda Wobbe co-chair

linda@scelc.org 


