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Digital humanities scholarship
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Sustainability as a systemic problem

This is not the
web page you
are looking for.

“Even on campuses with DH centers, there is rarely an end-to-end solution”
-Maron & Pickle, 2014




Challenges to longevity of
digital scholarship

m Technical vulnerability

m Heterogeneity of DH projects

m Context-dependencies: What do sustainability and preservation mean?

m Short-term funding, creator-dependence

m Lack of clarity about “ownership” and value to institutions (Maron & Pickle, 2014)

m Institutional capacity




When we talk about sustaining digital
humanities, what are we really sustaining?

Projects
Organizations
Digital artifacts or products

Tools

Research infrastructures

...It"s usually implicit, and sometimes vague
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Artifact-focused sociotechnical interventions

m Aggregation, “scaling up”
m Linked data and distributed web services
m Advances in documentation, metadata, workflows

m Repository and publishing infrastructures




Components of research infrastructures
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Components of research infrastructures
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Challenges to longevity of
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Technical vulnerability

Heterogeneity of DH projects

Context-dependencies: What do sustainability and preservation mean?
Short-term funding, creator-dependence

Lack of clarity about “ownership” and value to institutions (Maron & Pickle, 2014)

Institutional capacity

m The “connective tissue” of networked digital objects and their meaning is often invisible,
dynamically constructed, or implicit in design

m Maintaining technical artifacts entails maintaining sociotechnical workflows
m Ownership matters: DH is community-centered




Current and future work:
Community-centered sustainability strategies

Case studies of digital humanities collections and their communities
How they interpret and implement sustainability

And roles for libraries and other memory institutions in supporting that work
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We have relevant standards. We need
best practices and workflows for...

m Articulating multifaceted and granular sustainability requirements
m Representing, documenting, archiving complex, computed, networked digital objects

m Equitable and indefinitely ongoing collaborations between curation institutions and DH
communities



