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My Context

• Metadata Professional

• Musicologist

Left: Stockholm, Kungliga Biblioteket MS 
A92a, Birgitta the Pilgrim (Photo: KB)

Right: Vadstena, Birgitta reading (Photo: 
Michelle Urberg)



Intersections

Metadata Musicology

Better 
metadata 

makes 
musicological 

research 
easier



Historical bias is fed and reinforced by naming…

• St. George’s Hospital Medical School

• Application bias created through analysis of surnames and addresses

• Oppressive metadata terms: “Caucasian” and “non-Caucasian”

Sources: IEE Spectrum article, BMJ Editorial

https://spectrum.ieee.org/tech-talk/tech-history/dawn-of-electronics/untold-history-of-ai-the-birth-of-machine-bias
http://europepmc.org/backend/ptpmcrender.fcgi?accid=PMC2545288&blobtype=pdf


…but there 
are always 

opportunities 
for 

improvement

Sources: Algorithms of Oppression, Artstor Platform

https://nyupress.org/9781479837243/algorithms-of-oppression/
https://www.artstor.org/
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ROI from metadata takeaways

• Nuanced naming is worth the effort

• Fight ”language decay” in metadata work

• Focus on end-user discovery in metadata creation

• Artificial Intelligence technologies are only as successful as the 
metadata that feeds them



Let’s get this conversation started!
Thank you!

Find me at maurberg@gmail.com and on LinkedIn
Twitter: @michelleurberg1

mailto:maurberg@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michelleurberg/

