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Knowledge Infrastructures are 
“robust networks of people, 
artifacts, and institutions 
that generate, share, and 
maintain specific knowledge 
about the human and natural 
worlds” (Paul Edwards, 2010)
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Technology companies develop proprietary 
knowledge networks as key business 
technologies today. However, because these 
networks are proprietary and expensive to 
construct, government, academia, small 
businesses, and nonprofits do not have access 
to them. In contrast, an open knowledge 
network (OKN) would be available to all 
stakeholders, including the researchers 
who will help push this technology further. 
An OKN requires a nonproprietary, public–
private development effort that spans the 
entire data science community and will result in 
an open, shared infrastructure.
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Open is not enough





“…the&Twitter&model&for&the&future&dystopia&of&scholarly&
communications&in&which&the&value&of&knowledge&itself,&
and&its&social&and&environmental&agency&is&subordinated&
to&its&economic&value.&Commercial&platforms&
represent&the&next&phase&in&the&
capitalization&of&knowledge&and&tend&
towards&replacing&old&monopolies&for&
new,&the&giants&of&commercial&journal&
publishing&with&tech&giants&such&as&
Amazon&and&Google.”

! Prof.'Sarah'Kember,'Goldsmiths
Distributed&Open&Collaborative&Scholarship&
(forthcoming)
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