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Presentation Notes
How many of you are familiar with standards publishing (outside of NISO : )?




Standards Publishing: Context
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Presentation Notes
It is a little dated, but expect percentages haven’t changed drastically.�To provide some context, the little yellow arrow points to STM’s share of Publishing, ~4.3%.



Standards Publishing: Context

Standards Market is ~0.18% of 
publishing
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Presentation Notes
The tiny sliver the yellow arrow points to is the Standards Market, less than 2% of Publishing, �but critically important, e.g., safety standards, one of my favorite, the threading on bolts and screws, etc.




Standards Publishing: Context

Standards Share of STM  Publishing



Standards Development

• Rally a bunch of experts, usually volunteers

• Get them to agree 

• Within a transparent, consistent, and auditable set of 
procedures/processes
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Presentation Notes
Standards development is pretty consistent across standards development organizations.

Rally a bunch of experts, usually volunteers, �and get them to come to a consensus on a set of rules/guidelines/recommendations, a framework…
And have that work done within a transparent, auditable structure.




Standards Publishing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Given standards development is so consistent across standards development organizations, it is funny that the publishing ecosystem is so different.
There were a lot of jokes about standardizing standards during the STS development, and in reality, NISO STS was more supportive than prescriptive, something Tommie & Debbie used to like to say, in order for it to be more broadly adopted.

In the US, many old professional societies produce standards, like ASME, ASCE, IEEE, but in Europe and elsewhere, organizations like ISO and IEC create standards that are adopted by National Standards Bodies, almost like building and safety codes being adopted by cites or states and written into law.



Standards Publishing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each standards organizations seems to have their own unique 
mannerisms
that have evolved in their organization.
And when everything was paper,
and your users were experts on the standards they needed on a regular basis,
idiosyncrasies were OK.
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Presentation Notes
Hoping to build off the momentum of standards organizations collaborating together
on NISO STS



At a distant Frankfurt Book Fair some of us said…



SOS
Standards Ontology Standard



SSOS
Standards-Specific Ontology Standard
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Presentation Notes
Or somewhat less alarmist, as NISO/Nettie, recommended : )



Ontology (noun) (in plain English)

An ontology draws up a graph telling you what all the bits you deal with in 
your line of work are called, what makes each thing special and how the 
things relate to each other and interoperate as a meaningful whole. 

An ontology written in a language like W3C OWL helps search engine 
algorithms in extracting relevant information from natural language text 
(like most standard content)

(Source: my proposed co-chair, Cord Wischhöfer of DIN Software)
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Presentation Notes
An ontology creates categories (elements), properties (attributes) �and relations between the concepts, data, and entities �that substantiate a domain (is essentially the Wikipedia version).



SSOS
Standards-Specific Ontology Standard

focussing on the life-cycle aspects of standards

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Starting on the life-cycles of standards…



Life cycle of standards? Not really ambitious!?
Work item, draft, publish, revise, publish next 

edition, withdraw...

Piece of cake, right?
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Presentation Notes
It may sound overly simple, and it took us a while to focus on simply this…



No two standards organizations in the world use 
identical standards life cycle states

and many, many more…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But there are literally hundreds of standards development organizations in the world�and non of them use the same set of standards life-cycle states.
For end users, machines, imagine how difficult it is to use these standards from various sources�and know if it is an active, current, standard, �if it has been updated,�and then tracking them all on an ongoing basis.



NISO SSOS
The Standards-Specific Ontology
Standard in e.g. W3C OWL will 
help us describe and interpret 
standards life-cycle information 
from any organisation willing to 
use the ontology. This will greatly 
increase transparency and 
interoperability.



NISO SSOS Working Group Proposed Roster
Lesley West ASTM International
Howard Gilson ASTM International
Alton Sanders Boeing 
Ingrid Goldstein BSI Group
Michael  McCarthy CSA Group
Greg Saunders Defense Logistics Agency (DoD / DLA)
Michael Esser DIN Software GmbH
Cord Wischhöfer DIN Software GmbH
George Jiang Elsevier
Adam Newman IEEE
Kim Breitfelder IEEE
Kylie Rodier International Organization for Standardization (ISO)
Serge Juillerat International Organization for Standardization (ISO)
Jo Collins NEN
Petra Uitermark NEN
Lisa  Zilinski SAE International
David Winchell XSB Inc.
Bob Hollowell American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME)
Robert Wheeler American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME)



Discussion, Questions, Comments?

Robert Wheeler, WheelerR@asme.org
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